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     Convention Highlights 
  
Convention was a celebration on so many levels, with the highlights of the new Board of Directors installation and Regional 
Director installation shining brightly.  Congratulations to this new team!  Our new Board is truly international, with President-
elect/Treasurer Marie Dobson-Dunlop (Canada), and Vice-Presidents Emilie Simon (Philippines), Jeanette Gray (Australia), and 
Cindy Hurd (USA).  ”Click here” to read details of the new board members. 
 
Our Regional Directors were installed by President Laura Lahman at a fun ceremony on Saturday, July 19th. They were awarded "a 
new car!" with GPS tracking devices to keep them on the path going forward, and to provide instructions when needed.   (Note: 
they were actually toy cars of various colours and sizes, however the helpful advice and direction will certainly be provided by the 
new Board and our QI Staff.)  The Regional Directors were presented with their new pins - square in shape and white in colour, 
mirroring the colour of my pin - we all form part of the same team, working together, for the next 2 years. We all share the same 
purity of purpose and hope for the future.  Afterwards, we enjoyed a celebratory buffet lunch in the Ballroom - in the famous Hall 
of Mirrors.   
  
Convention highlights for me included our Key-Note Speaker Deputy Susie speaking about her journey as a deaf Police Officer and 
the opportunities this has brought her - through suffering adversity, there grows an inner strength of purpose. Deputy Susie has 
started groundbreaking projects in many areas over the years, since being awarded Quota International's Deaf Woman of the Year 
in 1988, and now asks that we support and promote the new texting emergency calls for the deaf and hard-of-hearing, by texting 
Smart911 in the United States. Deputy Susie says, "If deaf people can text Smart911 and receive a text response, that will be 
invaluable."  Members should check locally to see if texting Smart911 is available yet in their communities, or work towards 
getting it implemented.  Other countries might check to see if something similar is in force, or on the drawing board. 
 
Another highlight was the Valedictory Speech by an extraordinary young deaf man - Evan Mercer of Georgia, USA - who moved 
most members to tears. Truly inspirational.  Evan began with the words: "I was born into a world of silence. I did not hear my 
mother's first whispered words welcoming me into her life. I did not hear my father's off-key lullabies as he coaxed me to sleep...3 
months after my 3rd birthday, my deafness was discovered... Countless specialists told my parents that I would never learn to read 
past the 4th grade level. They informed my mom and dad that I would never learn to speak. My best, and probably only, chance at 
communication would be sign language...conquering one word at a time, I have grown from a boy never expected to master 
reading to a young man ranked number one in my class (of 494 students). Deafness will always be a part of my life, but I refuse to 
let it define me. Rather, I intend to be known as an intelligent happy, hard-working person - who just happens to be hearing-
impaired." 

Opening Ceremonies/General Session 
 
President Laura opened the Convention amidst a sea of Quota-blue. The room looked fantastic with this focus, and the excitement 
was electric from the start.  Certainly the "Quota's Got Talent" Show, and the Live Auction created a vibrant start to the 
weekend.  The mix of traditional (flag ceremony, remembrance ceremony), business (reports, installations), training (leadership 
day and breakout sessions), tear-jerking moments, celebrations, and time to celebrate our Quota friendships made this such a 
successful Convention.  It was heart-warming to welcome five Junior Quotarians to the Convention experience, and 97 First 
Timers!   
 
The Town Hall Meeting opened on Saturday with the use of hand-held devices for active participation across the whole 
Convention body.  They were able to garner valuable information that will help rework our programs in the future - thank you all 
for your active participation with this! Members near to me were very excited to participate!  They certainly made the voting for 
Bylaws much easier to count.  Speaking of bylaws:  The proposed bylaw relating to moving Article XII, Section 6, Fiscal Year to a 
Rule of Procedure was passed. 
  
Our membership report congratulated the organisers and members of the 15 new clubs which had chartered since our last 
Convention, and highlighted the increase in membership numbers worldwide. In December 2013, we had 5,038 members working 
in Quota's name.  
 

http://www.quota.org/member-center/international-board-nominee-center/2014-2016-international-board-of-directors/


 

 
 

As at April 2014, we have 5,238 members working in the name of Quota in 265 clubs across 12 countries around the world!  In 
addition, there are 49 JQ clubs active in service!  And, the good news does not stop there - there is already active interest in 22 
new club sites across every single area of our Quota-land. 
  
The financial report highlighted variances from budget - decreased salaries and benefits, and decreased donations received, 
combined with increased accounting and legal fees invoiced, meant that we were unable to realise our planned budget surplus. 
However, members will be pleased to know that our actual loss for Quota International Inc and The We Share Foundation totalled 
just $1,295. 
  
The big hit of the weekend was the relaxed movie night - watching the black and white movie "Pillow Talk" starring Doris Day, 
accompanied by popcorn and ice-cream. I think this will be the start of a brand new Quota tradition! 

Service Sunday/Service on Site 
  
Workshops were conducted in breakout sessions for the whole of Sunday, and they were packed to the rafters. Members relished 
the opportunity for small-group learning, and being able to choose their own area of interest to attend. Topics varied from a 
Hand-in-Hand presentation to a T.E.D Talk, from new club organisation to financials-in-depth, from fund-raising project ideas to 
strategic planning, from a JQ panel to staff communications, and from service projects to leadership development.  Members 
came dressed in their club "service uniform" and this added to the focus of the day, and provided some ideas for clubs who do not 
have a service uniform (yet!) 
  
Quota Cares Month winners were announced and congratulations go to the following clubs "Click here" to read details of each 
club’s project: 

QI of Tanana Valley, Alaska, USA  
QI of Beckley, West Virginia, USA 
QI of Gridley, California, USA 
QI of Cambridge, Maryland, USA 
QI of Manila South, Metro Manila, Philippines 
QI of Narooma, New South Wales, Australia 

 
Our Quota donations this year provided thank-you items from some of our own Hand-in-Hand projects from India, Malaysia and 
the Philippines - it was so heart-warming to know that we were supporting Quota International as well as the actual projects, and 
the people that the projects help. Truly these were gifts that were giving twice. Gifts ranged from beaded tissue-box covers, to 
jewelry cases, from sari cases to necklaces - all of incredible quality. 
  
Of course, our Service on Site donations were overflowing! Quota Bears and Books, and monetary donations, were so generously 
donated by our clubs, and were presented to two very grateful young women - Kathy and Sarah from the Literacy Network of 
Greater Cincinnati. 
  
No Convention is complete without PIP Lynn Stephenson's 50:50 raffle, and Region 11 Director Janet Ahrens (from Australia) was 
mightly pleased to receive her part of the winnings.  And another 'feel-good' moment? When the story of "Quota the Bear" was 
retold by the Author (Quotarian) Carol Zeber's granddaughter and JQ member Hannah, and the song was sung once again by 
Alison Lingard - pure gold moment! 
  
It was with exceptional pride that I stood before our members and received my President's pin - I am humbled by the support 
received from each of you as members, in awe of the past leaders who have left the Quota legacy in our hands, and am 
determined to do my utmost to lead Quota forward to become a strong, mission-focused organisation changing lives around the 
world. To each of you, that is my pledge.  Together, with a positive mission focus, we will go forth...together, in each corner of the 
globe, we will change lives! 
  
Our sincere thanks go to Past International President Laura, and the outgoing Board, who have given of their time and talents over 
a number of years, and the exceptional volunteers, and our staff, led by Executive Director Barbara Schreiber - all are to be 
congratulated. Without you, Convention would not have been the success it was. 

 

http://www.quota.org/we-share-foundation/quota-cares-month/2014-quota-cares-month-winners/
http://www.quota.org/2014/04/30/qi-of-the-tanana-valley-alaska-usa/
http://www.quota.org/2014/04/30/quota-international-of-beckley-west-virginia-usa/
http://www.quota.org/2014/04/26/quota-international-of-gridley-california-usa/
http://www.quota.org/2014/04/02/quota-international-of-cambridge-maryland-usa/
http://www.quota.org/2014/04/14/quota-international-of-manila-south-metro-manila-philipines/
http://www.quota.org/2014/03/21/quota-international-of-narooma-inc-new-south-wales-australia/

